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A Positive Start to Your Teaching: 
The First Week of Class and Your Syllabus 

This handout and the presentation slides will be posted on http://successfulteaching.wordpress.com 
 

UF Teaching Resources 

• Calendar 2015-2016 – https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/Pages/calendar1516.pdf 

• Campus Map - http://campusmap.ufl.edu/ 

• Class meeting times - http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/soc/classtimes.html 

• Classroom Support – Assistance with classroom technology. http://classrooms.at.ufl.edu/ 

• Course Catalog - https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/Pages/home.aspx 

• Course Syllabi Posted Online - http://syllabus.ufl.edu/ 

• Disability Resource Center – http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/ 

• e-Learning Support Services - https://lss.at.ufl.edu 

Access to Faculty Institute for course design and Lynda.com 

• First Generation Support - http://firstgeneration.ufsa.ufl.edu/about/ 

• Grading policies – http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/staff/grades.html 

• Honor Code – Students at UF are required to sign an Honor Code pledge. I remind students of this 

pledge throughout the semester (especially when we’re having exams and graded assignments). 

http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr/process/student-conduct-honor-code/ 

• International Center - http://www.ufic.ufl.edu/ 

• Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution – UF has a process for dealing with academic dishonesty 

issues, such as cheating on a test or plagiarism. http://www.dso.ufl.edu/sccr 

• Teaching Center – Support for teaching assistants.

 http://www.teachingcenter.ufl.edu/ta_development.html 

• Teaching Policies – Policies including academic honesty, accommodations for students with disabilities, 

attendance, student assessment of courses and instructors, and textbook adoption. 

http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/staff/policies.html 

• Writing Studio (University Writing Program) - http://writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/ 

Syllabi Policies –  

http://www.aa.ufl.edu/Data/Sites/18/media/policies/syllabus-policy-current.pdf 

http://www.registrar.ufl.edu/staff/policies.html#syllabi 



UF Syllabus Requirements 
 
1. Course title, instructor’s contact information including office location, telephone number, and email 
address; TA contact information if applicable  
 
2. Office hours for the instructor (and TA if applicable) when students may meet with the instructor(s)  
 
3. Course objectives and/or goals – student learning outcomes (SLOs) 
 
4. A weekly course schedule of topics and assignments  
 
5. Methods by which students will be evaluated and their grade determined  
 
6. A statement related to class attendance, make-up exams and other work  
 
7. A statement related to accommodations for students with disabilities 
 
8. A list of all required and recommended textbooks and materials 
 
9. Information on current UF grading policies for assigning grade points  
 
10. A statement informing students of the online course evaluation process such as: Assessments are 
available to students at https://evaluations.ufl.edu/results/.”  
 
11. Materials and supplies fees, if any 

12. Critical dates for exams or other work  
 
13. Class demeanor expected by the professor (late to class, cellphones, food and drink, etc.)  
 
14. The university’s honesty policy regarding cheating, plagiarism, etc. 
 
15. Contact information for the Counseling and Wellness Center and the University Police Department: 392-
1111 or 9-1-1 for emergencies.  

*** 
My Suggestions for Readings about Effective Teaching 

 
• Bowen, José Antonio (2012). Teaching Naked. [How to use technology in class and outside of class and 

how to “teach naked” by not using technology in class but have student interaction.] 
• Khan, Salman (2012). The One World Schoolhouse: Education Reimagined. [Recommendations for 

online learning and overview to learning theories.] 
• Svinicki, Marilla D. &  McKeachie, Wilbert J. (2014). McKeachie’s Teaching Tips: Strategies, 

Research, and Theory for College and University Teachers (14th ed.). [Earlier editions are relevant.] 
• Tough, Paul (2014, May 15). “Who Gets to Graduate?” New York Times Magazine.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/18/magazine/who-gets-to-graduate.html [Discussion of a program at 
the University of Texas to help high-achieving students from low-income families be more successful in 
college. Tips can be useful with many students, especially First Generation students.] 


